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churlish to advise her, and remained poised expectant while
they did their best to keep their replies within the still very
narrow limits of early Edwardian good manners. Their real
ideas about what ought to be done to Edward Albert they
muttered when she was out of earshot. But one old curmudgeon
was driven to say : " Let him be run over. Let him. I implore
you. He won't do it twice. That'll teach him if nothing else
will."
Of course he could not know how dear Richard had been
killed.   Still it was heartless. . . .
She made her solicitude the justification for an unrelenting
pursuit of lecturers, teachers, doctors, and the minor clergy.
" No harm shall come near him," she said. " Only tell me."
Earnest preachers hid in vestries, peeping slyly at her until
she went away, and hygienic experts, after giving the most
edifying lectures and passing lightly over the more difficult
parts, escaped through the most undignified and unhygienic
exits to avoid this importunate widow's demand for pre-
cisions. She subscribed to numerous periodicals wherein
" Aunt Jane " or " Dorothy Wisdom " advised and answered
readers' questions, when a coupon was enclosed. She asked
for all the information that was fit to print, and got it—
time after tipie.
But there are many dangers and riddles that centre upon
the upbringing of a solitary male child that cannot be solved
in public print, and here Mrs Tewler was much beholden to
intimate, shame-faced but extremely interesting talks with
various people endowed with a rich store of obsessions and
inaccurate but moving information, who would talk to her in
undertones,^ with circumlocutions, metaphors and gestures
and an obvious mutuality of relief.  There was, for example,
Mrs Humbday, acquired at the Baptist Social Afternoons,
who would come to tea, or entertain Mrs Tewler in her own
modest but extremely over-furnished apartment.    She said
very little at the Socials, but she listened with an appreciative
oanquillity, and she was very helpful, bringing little delicacies
and making buttered toast.
These Socials were becoming an increasingly important

